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Vicar & President

Glorifying the name of the Aimighty, who makes all things possible, for blessing me with this opportunity
to serve an indispensable pillar of the Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church, St.Thomas Orthodox
Cathedral, Dubai. For having entrusted this huge responsibility unto me, a weak and sinful servant, | pay
my heartfelt obeisance to H.G. Yuhanon Mar Demetrios, Metropolitan of the Diocese of Delhi. Let me
take refuge in the prayers and spiritual guidance of Late Lamented H.G. Paulose Mar Gregorios and Late
Lamented H.G. Job Mar Philoxenos, former metropolitans of the Diocese of Delhi and my beloved
mentors.

A church is essentially the body of Christ. The three stepping stones on which an ideal parish sails are
worship, which brings together the faithful to offer thanksgiving, fellowship, which offers solace through
mutual sharing and caring, and stewardship, the out pouring love of our worship and fellowship, which
is the very purpose we are here to fulfil as part of God's great plan. The Bible tells us that it is better to
trust and depend on God than in the hands of man. If we seek refuge in the Holy Altar, the abode of God,
His presence will be our strongest support at all times. When we go through the deep waters of great
trouble, he will be with us. When we go through the rivers of difficulty, we will not drown. When we walk
through the fire of oppression, the flames will not consume us. It is this abundant blessing that God has
showered upon us as an oasis of hope and relief in the midst of the desert. Let us keep our near and
dear ones, our needy and less privileged brethren on this altar that emanates peace and comfort.

| have been reminded time and again of the challenge which awaits me here, especially to fill the huge
vacuum which will be created by the absence of our dedicated and dynamic vicar, Rev. Fr. Shaji
Mathews, who set new heights and standards for our service to humanity and in every aspect of the
parish’s growth. Let us thank him for the invaluable services he has rendered to our parish.l submit
myself completely unto the miraculous hands of God, and surrender every future endeavour of this
church to His grace alone. St. Paul says, 'My grace is sufficient for you, for my strength is made perfect
in weakness' (2 Cor 12:9) To be a blessed recipient of this grace, | need all of your fervent prayers and
support. | hope and pray that your continued cooperation and love for our church will enable all of us to
work together and bring glory to God's name on earth.

Let us seek the intercession of St. Mary, Mother of God, St. Thomas, our patron saint, St. Gregorios, St.
Dionysius and all the saints and martyrs of the church as we move forward with the year. Please do keep
us and the church in your prayers.
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ST. THOMAS, THE APOSTLE

The Apostle Thomas was born in the Galilean city of
Pansada and was a fisherman. Hearing the good tidings
of Jesus Christ, he left all and followed after him.
According to Holy Scripture, the holy Apostle Thomas
did not believe the reports of the other disciples about
the Resurrection of Jesus Christ: "Unless | see in His
hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the
print of the nails, and thrust my hand into His side, | will
not believe" (John 20:25).

On the eighth day after the Resurrection, the Lord
appeared to the Apostle Thomas and showed him His
wounds. "My Lord and my God," the Apostle cried out
(John 20:28). "Thomas, being once weaker in faith than
the other apostles," says St. John Chrysostom, "toiled
through the grace of God more bravely, more zealously
and tirelessly than them all, so that he went preaching
over nearly all the earth, not fearing to proclaim the Word

of God to savage nations."According to Church Tradition, the holy Apostle Thomas founded Christian
churches in Palestine, Mesopotamia, Parthia, Ethiopia and India. Preaching the Gospel earned him a
martyr's death. For having converted the wife and son of the prefect of the Indian city, the holy apostle
was locked up in prison, suffered torture, and finally, pierced with five spears, he departed to the Lord.
Part of the relics of the holy Apostle Thomas are in India, in Hungary and on Mt. Athos.

72 EVANGELISTS

The Seventy Two Evangelists are those whom the
Lord chose in addition to the Twelve Apostles and
sent forth to assist in the work of preaching. Over
time, the Twelve added others to their number,
who were sent out with the original Seventy Two to
preach the gospel. In Luke 10:1 we read “After this
the Lord chose another seventy two men (includ-
ing Mark and Luke) and sent them out 2 by 2, to go
ahead of him to every town and place where he
himself was about to go”.
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ST. YULITHI & ST. KURIAKOSE

The blessed Yulithi (Julietta) and her saintly son trampled the devil
and all his wicked means under their feet and received the
crowns of martyrdom. Yuliti, a beautiful rich woman and a good
Christian, a descendent of the Asian kings, was born in Iconnium
in Asia Minor where St. Paul and Barnabas founded the church.
Yuliti spent most of her time in praying and helping the poor.
Yuliti's only son Kuriakose (Cyricus) grew up in a spiritual
atmosphere whose first spoken words were "l am a Christian".
When Yuliti's husband passed away all on a sudden, she had to
raise her son by herself. Dioceltian, the Roman emperor, started
the worst Christian persecution when Kuriakose was only three
years old. Yuliti, in order to escape from persecution, fled to
Selucia in Syria with two of her maids. As the situation there was
also worse, they went to Tarsus, the birthplace of St. Paul.

The Roman tetrarch in that city, Alexandros was also very cruel towards Christians. Yuliti was arrested
and brought before Alexandros. Because Yuliti confessed that she is a Christian as against all warnings
of Alexandros, the soldiers threw Yuliti on the ground after taking away young Kuriakose from her.
Alexandros promised to release her if she forsook Jesus Christ to which she answered that even a child,
like her son, would not budge. Alexandros asked Kuriakose: "Would you agree to worship the idols".
Young Kuriakose replied: "Your idols are made by stone and wood; My real God is Jesus Christ". When
Yuliti heard this, she filled with courage shouted: "I am a Christian; | worship the real God Jesus Christ
who made heaven and earth". Then Kuriakose also started shouted "l am a Christian; | am a Christian".

Soldiers continued beating Yuliti and the ruler tried to play with the boy to attract his attention. The
tetrarch got mad at the child as he was not falling into his trap and threw him to the ground. The young
boy hit his head against one of the concrete steps and died instantly. When Yuliti saw this, she prayed:
"Thank you my Lord because you considered Kuriakose worthy of receiving this glorious crown. | ask
you now my Savior to take me also.....” On hearing this, the angered Roman emperor ordered her to be
beheaded. Thus she was beheaded while she was repeatedly saying: " | am a Christian, | am a
Christian". At night, her two maids took the bodies and hid them in a cave near Tarsus.

When Constantine, the first Roman emperor, came to power, he built a church where the Mother and the
child were martyred. Parts of the relics of these two saints' are preserved in the Syrian St. Mary's
Monastery in the valley of Nitron. There is also a historical church bearing their name in Tahta.

PROPHET ELIJAH

Elijah of great fame was from Thisbe or Thesbe, a town of Galaad (Gilead), beyond the Jordan. He was
of priestly lineage, a man of a solitary and ascetical character, clothed in a mantle of sheep skin, and
girded about his loins with a leathern belt. His name is interpreted as "Yah is my God." His zeal for the
glory of God was compared to fire, and his speech for teaching and rebuke was likened unto a burning
lamp. From this too he received the name Zealot. Therefore, set aflame with such zeal, he sternly
reproved the impiety and lawlessness of Ahab and his wife Jezebel. He shut up heaven by means of



prayer, and it did not rain for three years and six months. Ravens
brought him food for his need when, at God's command, he was hiding
by the torrent of Horrath. He multiplied the little flour and oil of the poor f
widow of Sarephtha of Sidon, who had given him hospitality in her
home, and when her son died, he raised him up. He brought down fire
from Heaven upon Mount Carmel, and it burned up the sacrifice offered
to God before all the people of Israel, that they might know the truth. At
the torrent of Kisson, he slew 450 false prophets and priests who
worshipped idols and led the people astray. He received food |
wondrously at the hand of an Angel, and being strengthened by this
food he walked for forty days and forty nights. He beheld God on Mount
Horeb, as far as this is possible for human nature. He foretold the
destruction of the house of Ahab, and the death of his son Ohozias; and
as for the two captains of fifty that were sent by the king, he burned
them for their punishment, bringing fire down from Heaven.

He divided the flow of the Jordan, and he and his disciple Elisha passed through as it were on dry land; and
finally, while speaking with him, Elijah was suddenly snatched away by a fiery chariot in the year 895 B.C.,
and he ascended as though into heaven, whither God most certainly translated him alive, as He did Enoch
(Gen. 5:24; IV Kings 2: 11). But from thence also, after seven years, by means of an epistle he reproached
Joram, the son of Josaphat, as it is written: "And there came a message in writing to him from Elijah the
Prophet, saying, Thus saith the Lord God of David thy father, Because thou hast not walked in the way," and
so forth (Il Chron. 21:12). According to the opinion of the majority of the interpreters, this came to pass
either through his disciple Elisha, or through another Prophet when Elijah appeared to them, even as he
appeared on Mount Tabor to the disciples of Christ.

e ST. MARY MAGDALENE (Feast Day: July 22)

\‘. ﬁmm Saint Mary was from Magdala in Galilee on the Sea of Tiberias, and for
i ~ this was named Magdalene. When the Lord Jesus cast out seven
£ demons from her, from which she had been suffering, she became His
faithful and inseparable disciple, following Him and ministering unto
Him even to the time of His crucifixion and burial. Then, returning to
Jerusalem together with the rest of the Myrrh-bearers, she prepared
the fragrant spices for anointing the body of the Lord. And on the Lord's
day they came very early to the tomb, even before the Angels appeared
| declaring the Resurrection of the Lord. When Mary Magdalene saw the
~stone taken away from the tomb, she ran and proclaimed it to Peter and
~ John.And returning immediately to the tomb and weeping outside, she
was deemed worthy to be the first of the Myrrh-bearers to behold the

Lord arisen from the dead, and when she fell at His feet, she heard Him say, "Touch Me not." After the
Lord's Ascension, nothing certain is known concerning her. Some accounts say that she went to Rome and
later returned to Jerusalem, and from there proceeded to Ephesus, where she ended her life, preaching
Christ. Although it is sometimes said that Saint Mary Magdalene was the "sinful woman" of the Gospel, this
is nowhere stated in the tradition of the Church, in the sacred hymnology, or in the Holy Gospels
themselves, which say only that our Lord cast seven demons out of her, not that she was a fallen woman.
"Madeleine" is a form of Magdalene.
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ST. SIMEON, THE STYLITE

Saint Simeon the Stylite was born in the Cappadocian village of
Sisan of Christian parents, Sisotian and Martha. At thirteen years
of age he began to tend his father’s flock of sheep. He devoted
himself attentively and with love to this, his first obedience.

SAINT >

Once, after he heard the Beatitudes in church, he was struck by
their profundity. Not trusting to his own immature judgment, he
turned therefore with his questions to an experienced Elder. The
Elder readily explained to the boy the meaning of what he had
heard. The seed fell on good soil, and it strengthened his resolve
to serve God.

When Simeon was eighteen, he received monastic tonsure and devoted himself to feats of the strictest
abstinence and unceasing prayer. His zeal, beyond the strength of the other monastic brethren, so
alarmed the igumen that he told Simeon that to either moderate his ascetic deeds or leave the monas-
tery. Saint Simeon then withdrew from the monastery and lived in an empty well in the nearby
mountains, where he was able to carry out his austere struggles unhindered. After some time, angels
appeared in a dream to the igumen, who commanded him to bring back Simeon to the monastery.

Saint Simeon endured many temptations, and he invariably gained the victory over them. He relied not
on his own weak powers, but on the Lord Himself, Who always came to help him. The monk gradually
increased the height of the pillar on which he stood. His final pillar was 80 feet in height. Around him a
double wall was raised, which hindered the unruly crowd of people from coming too close and disturb-
ing his prayerful concentration.

Saint Simeon spent 80 years in arduous monastic feats, 47 years of which he stood upon the pillar. God
granted him to accomplish in such unusual conditions an indeed apostolic service. Many pagans
accepted Baptism, struck by the moral staunchness and bodily strength which the Lord bestowed upon
His servant.

HOLY SERVICES, PRAYERS & MEETINGS

Fasting Prayer

:09.00 am - 12.30 pm

Intercessory prayer to St. Thomas
Church Prayer Meeting & Choir Practice
Every Month Second Wednesdays

| |
: Fridays :06.30 am - 08.00 am  Night Prayer, Morning Prayer :
| :08.00 am - 10.00 am  Holy Qurbana |
| Fridays :06.30 pm - 07.00 pm  Evening Prayer 1
1 :07.00 pm - 09.00 pm  Holy Qurbana 1
| Sundays :07.00 pm - 07.30 pm  Evening Prayer !
| :07.30 pm - 09.15pm  Holy Qurbana !
: Tuesdays :05.15am - 05.45am  Morning Prayer :
! :05.45 am - 07.00 am  Holy Qurbana ;
| Wednesdays :07.30 pm - 08.30 pm  Evening Prayer & Intercessory Prayer for St. Mary |
| Saturday, Monday, Tuesday :07.00 pm - 07.30 pm  Evening Prayer 1
| Thursdays :07.00 pm - 09.15 pm  Holy Confesion, Evening Prayer 1
1 |
1 1
1 |
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ABRAHAM AND SARAH

Help the angel find the way to Abraham
and Sarah to tell them that they will
soon have a baby boy.
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NEW MEMBERS - MAY / JUNE 2017

i LU NAME GSM No. PRAYER GROUP
G294 Geevarghese Samuel +971 50 5148616 Jebel Ali / Al Qouz
G295 George Mammen +971 50 2525083 Al Quoz/Jebal Ali
HO8 Honey Jacom M +971 50 5826488 Other Emirates
M412 Maju Thomas +971 50 3628096 Sharjah - Al Nadha
R359 Renjith Oommen +971 50 8781257 Jebel Ali / Al Qouz
woi4 Wilson Thomas +971 52 6903093 Rashidiya/Sonapur/Aweer
G296 Goldy Varghese +971 50 5582918 Al Quoze/Jebal Ali
R360 Rijo John +971 55 7950305 Bur Dubai
P177 Paul George +971 55 5387998 Rashidiya/Sonapur/Aweer
B398 Blesson Varghese Jacob +971 55 7213697 Other Emirates
S$699 Sanju V George +971 55 9913457 Sharjah - Al Nadha
$700 Shibu Daniel +971 50 7555780 Sharjah - Al Nadha
T325 Tharun Thankachan +971 58 2174100 Bur Dubai
J739 John William Varghese +971 55 6607746 Al Shaab
Lo97 Lijin Rajan +971 58 8423543 Jebel Ali / Al Qouz
032 Oommen Thomas +971 55 8255388 Qusais
R361 Reeganson Samuel Yohannan +971 55 7020883 Rashidiya/Sonapur/Aweer
A428 Anil Babu +971 52 6073543 Port Sayed/Hor Al Anz
V301 Vinod K Abraham +971 56 8995671 Other Emirates
A429 Ashish Jomon Joseph +971 52 4387715 Bur Dubai
$701 Sojy Easo +971 52 9587468 Al Nadha Sharjah
B399 Bovas Jacob Varughese +971 50 9239255 Jebel Ali / Al Qouz
G297 Gregorious G Mathews +971 55 1463909 Jebel Ali / Al Qouz
J740 Jithin Jacob +971 52 9069172 Jebel Ali / Al Qouz
L098 Lijin Sam Varghese +971 56 3390402 Al Nadha, Sharjah
R362 Renson P Thomas +971 50 5907626 Al Ghusais
T326 Tinto Mathew +971 50 2504351 Jebel Ali / Al Qouz
D091 Deepak C Varghese +971 55 7198000 Al Ghusais
M413 Merin Mathew +971 50 5384735 Al Nadha Ghusais
$702 Siju K Mathew +971 55 9672090 Rashidiya/Sonapur/Aweer
S703 Shero P Mathews +971 50 2585057 Rashidiya/Sonapur/Aweer




HOLY BIBLE READING FOR THE MONTH OF JULY - AUGUST 2017
emanjaau"(ma, AUIAMNI 2l(@6INo
922i01003] a3M@3 HQISE.I0S QO
(14 =)p0e1 2017 2)OO3 14 BOOEY 2017 AIOE, MA®o EIA6LI 7.00 B)OES EI@] 10.00 AUO®)
CRAIVLIVEBIEE Qla] MSEHYM EAUBAIMI®E QAUIWMI2IEEMAOHIA@ aGaid)o QUM MosnITWla] @RM)(ado
(a10a/l8OMOAM @I lO§Oa|S)aM).
DATE DAY AREA
/ 14/07/2017 Friday Al Qusais \
15/07/2017 Saturday Al Qusais
16/07/2017 Sunday Al Karama
17/07/2017 Monday Al Karama
18/07/2017 Tuesday Bur Dubai
19/07/2017 Wednesday Bur Dubai
20/07/2017 Thursday Satwa
21/07/2017 Friday Satwa
22/07/2017 Saturday Naif Road / Yusuf Baker
23/07/2017 Sunday Naif Road / Yusuf Baker
24/07/2017 Monday Al Shaab / Hor Al Anz
25/07/2017 Tuesday Al Shaab / Hor Al Anz
26/07/2017 Wednesday Al Nadha Dubai
27/07/2017 Thursday Al Nadha Dubai
28/07/2017 Friday Sharjah - Al Nadha
29/07/2017 Saturday Sharjah - Al Nadha
30/07/2017 Sunday Muhasina / Lulu Village
31/07/2017 Monday Muhasina / Lulu Village
01/08/2017 Tuesday Muhasina / Rashidiya
02/08/2017 Wednesday Muhasina/Rashidiya
03/08/2017 Thursday Hor Al Anz / Port Sayed
04/08/2017 Friday Hor Al Anz / Port Sayed
05/08/2017 Saturday Al Quoz / Jebel Ali
06/08/2017 Sunday Al Quoz / Jebel Ali
07/08/2017 Monday Sharjah & Other Emirates
08/08/2017 Tuesday Martha Mariam Samajam
09/08/2017 Wednesday MGOCSM
10/08/2017 Thursday 0CYM
11/08/2017 Friday Sunday School
12/08/2017 Saturday Diaspora
13/08/2017 Sunday Medical Forum
K 14/08/2017 Monday Senior Forum J
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! CHURCH OFFICE BEARERS - 2017 1
! Rev. Fr. Shaji Mathews Vicar & President 052 8711031 frshajimathews@yahoo.co.in |
! Rev. Fr. Ninan Philip Vicar & President 058 2647826 frnpp7@yahoo.co.in |
| Rev. Fr. Saju Thomas Asst. Vicar 050 3134117 frsajuthomas@gmail.com 1
| Mathew K George (Aby) Hon. Trustee 050 5886230 abyjan@emirates.net.ae |
| Bijumon Kunjachan ) Hon. Secretary 050 6567933 bijt_l@bmkintl.c_om |
| Thomas George ( Sajan) Hon. Jt. Trustee 050 5694095 saligo65@gmail.com
Biju C John Hon. Jt. Secretary 050 5595863 bijucj@sixco.ae !

P.0. Box : 2563, Dubai - UAE, Tel : 04 337 1122, Fax : 04 335 2252, Email : stthomas@emirates.net.ae
www.stthomascathedraldubai.org



